
The Law Of Reciprocity            Throughout my life and Ministry, I’ve noticed a constant regarding people, and that is “the ones who give the most provisions usually have the most provisions.” I’ve also noticed that whatever provision that they gave the most, is what they had the most.  On a contrary note, most people that I’ve noticed who give the least, trying to hold on to what they have for themselves, usually don’t have a lot.  They may have enough to care for themselves, yet want, but don’t have the extra or abundance. The principle of what these things are is called “The Law of Reciprocity.”  od has established various Spiritual and Natural laws and principles that operate whether we are aware of them or not. These laws function in our lives with or without our known participation, or agreement.  Yet, they are heightened when we apply our faith to them.  In this lesson today, we will examine in detail the Law of Reciprocity, and some of the ways that it affects our lives.         What is reciprocity?  The Merriam Webster’s Dictionary and Thesaurus defines “reciprocity” as the quality or state of being reciprocal: mutual dependence, action, or influence, or a mutual exchange of privileges.  It is based on the word “reciprocate” which is defined by the Merriam Webster’s Dictionary as to give back usually in kind or in quantity. Reciprocate implies a mutual or equivalent exchange or a paying back of what one has received. In Luke 6:38 we see the Law of Reciprocity, it says;   “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and 
running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it 
shall be measured to you again.”  Natural reciprocity usually deals with an equal exchange, yet, God’s reciprocity can be multiplied. God takes the measure that His people give to others and multiplies it.  Now there is something that I need you to clearly see in the above text of scripture, which has to do with who the increase comes through in this scripture, others. It states, “shall men give into your bosom.” God multiplies people who will give to you, when you give according to this principle.       
 
Some Question Why?      There are many people who constantly question why certain things keep happening to them, or why they never can seem to get a break? A number of these people either don’t understand or don’t take seriously the Law of Reciprocity. Perhaps these people are getting back the very thing that they have given out. Prior to writing this lesson I’d realized that I was in a financial tornado. I didn’t understand why I never had enough.  Now, don’t misunderstand me, I had, yet I’d never have enough in many areas.  I was tithing and sowing most everything that I had into the Ministry and Church that God had given me to Pastor, as well as the evangelist work and other ministry efforts that God gave me to do. I quoted His Word about tithing and offering many times when my finances were lacking.  I’d bind the spirit of lack, poverty, and many other spirits when I was struggling with my provisions, yet to no or very little avail.  One morning I got up early and turned on the television, and as I was changing the channel I clicked onto a Christian program about giving. Because I was aware of the principle of giving, and I was not particularly fond of the Minister who was talking, I was about to change the channel when I heard the Holy Spirit say stop and listen. Sometimes it’s hard for the Holy Spirit to speak to us, because in our minds we think we already know something, or we don’t want to hear something from certain people, or we’ve heard a principle misused so many times that we don’t really want to hear the principle anymore, because of those who’ve overused it. As I listened to this Minister that I was not so fond of I began to hear again the principle of giving and receiving, that I had heard so many times before.  The Lord began to tell me that I didn’t give!  It stunned me, because I knew that over the years that I had been a Christian, that I 



had given just about everything that I had to the work of the Lord.  The Lord began to tell me that I give to the work that He gave me, and what He had called me to do, but I gave very little to others who were working for Him.  That’s when it hit me, it was absolutely true!  Although I’d given most of my provisions to the work of the Lord, it wasn’t as much to help others in the work of the Lord, as it was to help me in the work of the Lord.  Don’t get me wrong, I did give to other Ministries, yet not in the abundance that I should have given.  My family and I sacrificed a lot to give to the Ministry and Churches that we served in, probably more than most people ever would give. Yet, the inward sowing limited the greater scope of harvest that would have come if I had invested in other’s Ministries and Churches and not mostly my own.  So, with this God gave me a clear answer as to what was my issue with church and ministry growth, as well as with my provisions, give to others!  It was not enough to just know the principle; rather it required an application of the principle.  Immediately upon hearing this from the Lord, I wrote out checks to 2 other Ministries and mailed them out.  I’ve committed to give a substantial amount to each of these Ministries each week, and any other that God directs me to give to.  As I’m writing this lesson, only a few days later, I’ve already seen some break through because of what I did.        
     It’s important that you understand that the Law of Reciprocity can also work negatively against you as well. Matthew 18:23-35 gives us insight into this principle using forgiveness as what a person gets,  while not extending the same forgiveness that they received to someone else, it reads; 
  “Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which would take account of his 
servants. 
  24And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand 
talents. 
  25But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and 
children, and all that he had, and payment to be made. 
  26The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and 
I will pay thee all. 
  27Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the 
debt. 
  28But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellowservants, which owed him an 
hundred pence: and he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou 
owest. 
  29And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, 
and I will pay thee all. 
  30And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should pay the debt. 
  31So when his fellowservants saw what was done, they were very sorry, and came and told unto 
their lord all that was done. 
  32Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee 
all that debt, because thou desiredst me: 
  33Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee? 
  34And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due 
unto him. 
  35So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every 
one his brother their trespasses.” Whatever you give is what you get back.  I’ve seen people while driving not let other people get in front of them or merge in, and I usually see them later down the road not being let in.  This law is factual, and it will affect you whether you believe it or not.  I sometimes give help to people I see on the street in need, because one day it might be someone in my family who has a need, and thus their need is met because I met someone else’s.   



Is There A Difference In The Law Of Reciprocity Versus The Principle Of Sowing and Reaping.       I strongly believe that there is a difference in the Law of Reciprocity and the Principle of Sowing and Reaping.  That difference is found in their purposes.  When a farmer sows it is usually not with a purpose to give it away; rather it is for themselves to do whatever they desire to do with it.  So, the purpose of sowing is to get something back for oneself.  Reciprocity is a Kingdom Principle that speaks of the nature of God, which is love.  Love gives of itself to others, and God blesses those who love others and gives in any area, causing those who love to benefit through the Principles set forth in the Law of Reciprocity.  So, reciprocity is an act of love or benevolence to others for their benefit, and not for oneself.  Both the Law of Reciprocity and the Principle of Sowing and Reaping benefit a person who does it, yet one focuses on self and meeting one’s own need, while the other focuses on others and meeting their need (which exemplifies the very heart of God.)  I personally think that there is a greater benefit and blessing in the Law of Reciprocity, than the Principle of Sowing and Reaping because of its unselfishness and love towards helping and benefiting others.        
 
Some Things That The Law Of Reciprocity Directly Affects.     Giving to others is the key to people receiving from others.  When we don’t give to others we directly affect our ability to receive from others.  The very thing that you need, may not be something that you can purchase; rather something that you must receive from someone else.  Yet, if you’ve not given to others the release of what you need from someone else can’t happen.  The Law of Reciprocity is very important, even if we are sowers.         
The Law Of Reciprocity Directly Affects Your Finances.      When we truly examine the Law of Reciprocity it’s clear that it is not only in the magnitude or size of something done or given, but also in the multitude or how often it is done.  Let’s look at it this way, you may give a large offering once, and it may take a little while to get a larger harvest back to you.  Or you can give, a lesser amount on a regular basis, which causes smaller financial blessings to always be coming to you.  It’s important that you understand that The Law of Reciprocity directly affects your finances.  If you are being challenged and you are sowing some seed, and still are not getting ahead financially, it’s possible that you are not reaping the benefit of the Law of Reciprocity.  This is especially true if God is calling you to be a blessing to His people or people in anyway(this may be especially true to giving to Ministries, in particular those who don’t have the privilege to collect tithe and offerings).  Reciprocity brings finances from people to you, and not as much from yourself.  So, if you are called to Ministry or to people in some way, God wants people to be blessed by giving to you, but you must first get your blessing by giving to them, thus the Law of Reciprocity.  Giving finances to others, unlocks finances in others to be given to you, but multiplied.           
The Law Of Reciprocity Directly Affects Your Ministry Or Church.      Sometimes we do things ministerially, or for our Church and very few people support what we are doing.  This can be because of various reasons, such as; being out of the will of God, or not giving to others or supporting others who are doing things for their ministry and Church. When you don’t help or support others, then God has no channel in which to bless and support you through others. Giving to others in this area affords God a legal opportunity to have others support you and your Ministry and/or Church.  I’ve heard about a Pastor who had been known for giving houses to people. They were givers, whose work grew tremendously, up to the point where they had what many considered a mega church, with airplanes and other things that people would give them.  There ministry or church was directly affected because of their giving to others.       



The Law Of Reciprocity Directly Affects Everything In Your Life.      We must remember that the Law of Reciprocity effects every area of our lives, either for good or for bad.  If you don’t give, then nothing is given back to you, but if you do give, you open channels up in people, that God can use to bless you.  Even regarding our prayer, The Law of Reciprocity affects us.  If we don’t prayer for others, then we don’t have people or many people praying for us.  If you want God to bless you in things in everyday life, begin to give away who you are, and what you have to others in everyday life.  God multiplies when we function in giving, because giving is at the center of His heart.  Every area of your life requires you to be a giver, for you to be blessed by God through others.  
The Law Of Reciprocity Can Cause You To Reciprocate Things In Other Areas.      God is sovereign and can cause you to reciprocate what you have given in other areas of your life.  For instance, you may give money towards something and God causes you to reciprocate the salvation of your family members.  So many Christians have missed the benefit and blessing in giving based on the Law of Reciprocity.  Most have given and continue to be persuaded to give based on the Principles of Sowing and Reaping.  The results of the Law of Reciprocity are much broader in the scope of how God benefits those who are functioning under this law.  God can have benefits and blessings coming from people and places that you would never expect, because this Law is based on His resources, and not someone’s seed.  From this we can see that results of sowing is based on the amount of seed sown, while the results of giving based on the Law of Reciprocity is based on the resources God has.    
Selfishness And Self-Centeredness The Enemy Of Good Reciprocity.      We are living in a time in which people, including God’s people, want to know what they are going to get out of everything that they do?  They want to know how is something going to benefit me if I give it or do it?  We want everything that that we do or give to be seed, and not obedience to God and loved that’s based on the Law of Reciprocity. Seed always speaks of personal gain, while obedience to God to do something or give something does not promise us personal gain or increase in our minds; rather the enemy makes it seems as if we’ve lost something.  Seed is selfish because it’s you doing something to get something back, while reciprocity is you doing something in obedience to God, and love towards helping others with no expectation of return.  This gives God the responsibility to cause His Word to manifest in your life through others.  Selfishness holds things for oneself, causing the Law of Reciprocity to not be able to function.  Reciprocity functions based on loving others enough to give to them, which causes a multiplication of people giving back to you. Reciprocity tells us that giving always gets back.  Reciprocity is not sowing seed in your own field; rather giving to others.  It doesn’t matter what the other people do with what you given them, for the Law of Reciprocity is not based on what they do with it; rather if you give it.  Selfishness in giving can also be someone holding out giving the extra that God told them to give until they know how the people they were told to give it to will use it, or to control how they use it.  This too is selfish, for it speaks of what a person wants to do with something; rather than them allowing God to do what He wants to do with it, through whom He wants to do it through, any way He chooses to do it.        
Expectation!      The Law of Reciprocity has one component in it for the person who is giving, and that is, they should have an expectation that the results of God’s Word regarding giving will manifest.  When you give, you should have an expectation, not just a hope, that God’s principles will manifest a harvest in your life.  You must know deep within your spirit man or woman that God’s Word is true, and that He not only doesn’t lie, but He can’t lie.  Numbers 23:19 tells us that God won’t lie, it reads;   “God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, 
and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?” 



This is the basis of your expectation, God’s integrity!  Stop letting doubt steal the results of the Law of Reciprocity from you, and begin to have an earnest expectation, that it will happen!       Although I know that most people want to receive a harvest for themselves, I want you to begin to change your thoughts about this.  I want you to want to bless something or someone else for their benefit and not your own.  It will be in these unselfish acts that are outwardly based that you will begin to see the Law of Reciprocity begin to multiply what you have, because others will begin to give to you.  Others will begin to bless you with finances, opportunities, other types of provisions, helps, and more.  There are no boundaries when it comes to what you will reciprocate as you give with a heart of love towards God and others.  God’s Law of Reciprocity will cause people to have to give to you.  Many of them will not know why they want to give to you, and others may not want to give to you, but will because of obedience to God.  There is something that I want to say in closing, as to why some churches don’t receive the benefit of reciprocity, and that is, most people only want to give when they know that they or the church membership as a whole will get something out of it as a church member(s).  I’ve also noticed that many people have to be given a book, or prayer clothe, or anointing oil or a CD, or DVD to give to ministries.  When people do this, they hinder the Law of Reciprocity from working in their lives.  They only work in sowing, and sowing is limited to the amount of seed that you have and the size of field that you can put your seed in, while reciprocity can have people anywhere help meet your need abundantly.  I believe that the Law of Reciprocity is greater than the Principle of Sowing and Reaping, in that it is selfless and doesn’t limit God regarding where your harvest can come.  GIVE!!!!!     
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